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PVC Tent Top Patch & Repair Manual

For Vinyl / PVC-Coated Tent Fabric

Purpose of This Repair

This guide covers field repairs for small cuts, punctures, pinholes, and abrasion damage
in PVC or vinyl-coated tent fabric. Proper patching restores water resistance
and structural integrity, extending the service life of the tent top.

Important: Large tears, seam failures, or damage near high-tension areas
(peaks, pole pockets, webbing, or keder edges) should be professionally repaired or replaced.

Tools & Materials Required

« PVC or vinyl patch material

* PVCNinyl-compatible adhesive

« Clean rag or paper towel

« Mild soap and water

« |sopropyl alcohol (recommended)
« Scissors or utility knife

« Roller or flat tool

« Clean, dry work surface

Repair Instructions

1. Clean the Area: Wash with soap and water, dry completely, wipe with alcohol.
2. Prepare the Patch: Use rounded corners, extend 1-2 inches beyond damage.
3. Apply Adhesive: Thin, even coat on both surfaces.

4. Allow Adhesive to Tack: Wait until tacky, not wet (1-3 minutes).

5. Apply Patch: Press firmly, work from center outward, remove air pockets.

6. Cure: Handle after 30 minutes; wait 12—24 hours before tension or rain.

Best Practices Replace Instead of Repair

v Repair in dry, moderate temperatures
v Never stretch fabric during repair

v Rounded patches last longer

v Avoid cold or stiff fabric

v Inspect and monitor repaired areas

X Tears longer than 6—8 inches

X Damage at seams or attachment points
X Repeated repairs in the same area

X Fabric thinning or distortion

Inspect all repairs before returning tents to service.



